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W lxpalny pi¥tek 12 aerwca 2015 r. rLa cmenfarzu
weteraffldm  w AmerykaffldS  Czestochowie,  Dq)r-
lestm^m. PA, odyd de pqgrzch i p. Mchafa I.aha -
honorow?gr>komendanfaphchwld36SWAPwfassaic,
NI-znarfegonade6aerwcaael5r.wcifen,NI.

Na ta smutng uroczystosti opr6cz na/.bli2szej rodziny
Zmarlego,  przyjaci6r  i  znajomych,  przybyfa  grupa
koleg6w  weteran6w  ae  SWAP.    Obecni  bye  min.:

Anthony Domino  -\ I-say vice  komendant  naczchy
SWAP, Antoni Chrdscidewild - komendant Okegu 11
SWAP  z  fong Walerie,  Antoni  Plotka  -  komendant
Okregu  X  SWAP,  Andrzej  Maciejewicz  -  dyrcktor
wykonawczy  Fundacji  SWAP,     Andrzej  Olszak  -
komendant Plac6viki 36 SW[AP w Passaic, NJ; Marian
Doda - komendant Plac6wld 51 SWAP w Jersey City;
Krzysztof  Mazur  -  komendant  Plac6wki  21/201  w
Nowym JorkLi Pormdto obecni bys koledzy wcterani z

WETE
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Plaedwki  ,57  SWAI'  w  Ehzabeth,  NT;

Plac6wki  81   ,gwAP  w  Trenton,  NI;
Plac6wki  t#}  tqwAP  w  Harrison,  NJ  i

Plac6wki  J'£:3  SWAP w Nowym Jorku.

Pocztys7,tand€tr{`jwc.wystawilyPlac6wha

36   w   Pas#ait:,   Nj   i   Plac6wka  99  w

Harrison, Nj.

Msz€ `4w.  w  kaphicy cmentarnej  oraz

egzelowie  na  onentarzu  odprawh  ks.
Boguslaw  C'zerhickowski  z  Parafii  tw.

Jana  Kantego  w  Clifton  NJ,  kapelan
Plac6wki 36 SWAP w Passaic, NI.

Zmarlego w imieniu calej organizag.i

ZmartegowlndenduSWIAPpdegrr]alAjtto7TIC;/1:ndddewdi

pozegnalkol.Antonichro§cielewskipodkre§lajac,ie§.p.
MichalLasekbylgoracympolskimpatriota~Zohierzem,
ke6ry dobrze zasludy[ sic dla SWAP. Salw? honorowa i

pozegnalny  capstrzyk  przygotowal  Krzysztof  Czuj
ubrany w zrekoustruowany mundur polowy Zoinierza
Polskiej  Samodzielnej  Brygady  Spadochronowej,  w

kt6rejwczasiewojnysfu2y{iwalczyls.p.MichalLasck.
Tego samego dnia, gdy w Amerykaliskiej Czestocho~

wie  odbywal  sic  pogrzeb  S.  p.  Michala  Laska,  w
Watykanie Msz? gw. za spok6j Jego duszy odprawi± o.
Itrzysztof wieliczko -b. naczelny kapelan SWAP.

I;ekstizdj?cia.:I/eofulndowicz
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InMemoryofMyFriendMichal
`wier€yrc~   Nrv~ i I 3 i )

MyffiMkeiferilhaeek,passedavaypcaceflfty,in
Chifflfflbegigiv!erng%enSaturday,June6,2015whfle

phatingtgHfiae.
I q 2L3

Born  hiffigt¥atwc]  years  ago  in  a  farm  viuage  near

Przyw®Eckj  P®laffidi  hhe  route  to  his  peacefu  and  wdl~

ndoued gr{gdegi had taken him from the edge of the
Ardc  GLrfe  ti,i  gcffithnd  and  then  into  the  hal  of a

parachutedrmplntafaneiiemy-hdddropzone.
Withth£S&€!fmaninvAgionOfPolandin1939,thethen

16-ysaf-aid  ie{t  hi#  village  to  join  the  Pdish  soldiers

regroupingintht=`eat,Thiscametonothgwhenthe
Soviet U!rian  invtided  estem  Poland, and dividing the
nationwithNaziG€}r"ny.

TheyoungrnangconvusdeportedtoaSovietlal>or

campnetfarb€lowtheArcticCirde.Thenameleescamp
vasbetweenKotlasandVorkuta.Hewasoneofcondes
drvefaborersbuldingaradroadtoconnectRusiawiththe
whte Sea.

Maria   Grycck,   deported   with   her   sisters
from

+, \r:-_-_ _                ,

Nowogndektothecamp,rememberedhimasaveryquiet
butobservantyoungrrmTogcherwiththeotherinmates
theyspentthewinterschoppingdountrees,andmoving
themontoafrozenriverwheretheywouldgodounriver
with  the  spring  thaw.  In  1941,  Stalin  amounced  an
`armesty'forthedeportedPoles,andtheytravdeddoun

thatsameriveronraftstoreceptioncampsinthesouth,and
then  to  Iran.  One  of  Maria's  sisters  died  from  the
combinationofdisease,hungerandexhautonWithher
mother,andsurvivingsister,Mariavussenttoarefugee
campnearBohoay,India.

MidulJoinedthePolishArnyinKermine,Uzbddstan,
inl942andeventuallyarrivedinscotlandtojointhepolish
forcesthere.Hevolunteeredtobecomeaparatrooper,and
with his other comrades in the  lst Pohih Independent
ParachuteBrigrde,hopedtobethefirsttoretuntoPoland

After  months  of  training,  the  political  and  military

situationsconspiredtohavetheParachuteBrigadefichting
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for the freedom of Holland, despite
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the fact that the cfty of

Warsawwastryngtoliberateitsdfinabloodyuprising.
During  Operation  MARKET  GARDEN,  the  Pohih

troopsflowthoucha`hugewanoffueandsted"asoneof
them so described, and then panchuted into fidds where
theenenywaswaitingforthern.Thenextmoming,Mchal
saw his platoon commander kined, and was among the
wounded  as  a  German  attack  overran  his  company's

position.
That September, mtler had won his last victory in the

wesrt; having destroyed an entire British airborne divisiorL

Less than  a week later,  Warsaw capitulated With  over
)

2cO,000Poleskmed,andthedtydestroyed,theendofthe
warsawaSoviettakeoverofPoland

VeryfewofthePolishexileswouldrchmtoahomdrd
which had traded one foregiv totalitarian dictatorship for
anotherDischangedfromthearmy,Mchaltookcoursesas

a madrinist,and was working in Coventry when he again

met Maria Grycck. They married in 1949, and with their
son, George emigrated to the Uhited States. They spent

theirfirstnigivtsinNewYorkinthechdseaHotel,withbdy
Geongesleepinginadyesserdrawer,unawarethatitwasalso

thehauntoffamousartists,writers,andmusicians.
Sixyearslater,withanothersonontheway,thecouple

movedtoNewJersey.Itwastherethat1metMchaLIwas

writing  an  article  about  the  Poles  at  Arnhem  for
CAMPAIGNS  magazine,  and attended the New Jersey
ChapterofthepolishAirbomeforcesAssociation.Heknew
my father,afflowmemberofpostac,PolishAmryveterans
A±tion in Passaic.

Afterthearticlewaspublished,Ibeganworkturningthe

article  into  a book.  The work  meant  multiple  trips  to
Engivd,Holland,Scotlandandpoland.Attendingreunious
and commemorations, I had spent time with dcneus of
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forffief  p€iratroopers.  These  ran  the  ful  spectrum  Of

se!di£5tsj  `ir]m  generais  to  yardbirds.  Somehow,  Michal

lans€Lgk ftmiaim3d ny favorite. He was always cheerful, and

wlaeffiheha¢It{j,cayan)thingdeservedlybadaboutanyone,

itwffi*8alwaysdonequlckly,quietly,andwithoutdrana.

¥ea£.  after   ys{il.  we  attended  Polish  Soldiers'  Day

eerm©ni€!S at the Cathedral in Ddyestown, Pennsylvania,

h®ffiftofi€t3mct€ryforPolishArmyveterans.AfterMass,

&vafeffin£#'parade,andspeeches,wesattogetherwithother

veifeSraeg Rnd tltc?ir famifes, picnicking on Pohih ddicacies

andfedfromtli€garden.
Weewegt¥tr}g€!thefinWashingtonin1990,celebrathgthe

rmhennivi=rngaryoftheUhitedStatesAirbome,andduring

the@  4©th  ftjtd  70thcommemoratious  of  the  Battle  of

ArmhaeninH®lland.IwatchedasMichalwaspresentedto

Qtte@ffi   B€E{ttrix  ®f  the  Netherlands  when  the  Polish
Parachttt£B['igadewasdecoratedwiththeDutchOrderof

VVIflha,Thg€mt`rE5gret1had,wasthat1wasnotwithhim

afiEfP©handa€]€!pteddemocracyandbecameindependent

P©ifehac~}Idj€3rtg€gunc3fromauovertheworldtoWarsawto

rmrehinavictf5!yparadelongdeniedthem.

Livinginrlsoujfiafraforovertwodecades,Ialwaysvisited

theLgrgtskewha!ni3vitT±wasinNewJersey.Afterhugs,kisses

andafewjakegjtliethblewouidbecoveredwithtrycold
cuts,  homLal"d€* p±edes, and Polish beer that sat in the
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ceuarwhtingfornyvisits.
This  humble  former  paratrooper  spent  much  time

irvolvedwththepdishcommunity.Iwasveryproudofny
friend, son of a peasant from Przyworsk, when he stood
watch over the remains of the froous pianist and former
President of Poland lgnaey Paderewski's coffin. The vigil

lastedfortwodays,withthehonorguardpresentdayand
nichtatArfugtonNationalcineteryinpreparationforthe
retumofPaderewski'sremalustoWarsaw.

Maria Lasek passed away four years ago,  and Michal
remained  at  the  house  he  and  his  wife  loved,  visited
frequentrybyhisdauchterDorothy.Ilastsawhimlessthan
amonthbefore1satdowntowritethis.Livingasawidower,
hestayedbusy,readingandwaithgfortheweatherwould
anow him to work in the garden.  Whenever I had an
opportunity  to  speak  to  his  daughter  Dorothy  (who
inheritedthewarmthandhumorofbothofherparents),
howherfatherwasdoing.Shewouldsay,"Youknowny
father...tohimthedassisalwayshalffuu,ratherthanhalf

empty:'   My friend was a simple man who ignored any

pretentious  people,  as  he  was  without  any  trace  of
pretension himself. He was ny friend, and I, along with
many others, wh nriss him.

GeorgeCholewaynekL

New Orhan, LA


