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Sukcesy Mikolaja Johnsona

/;a okladce numeru ,Dance

and Dancers” ogladaliSmy pol-
sko-angielskiego gwiazdora.
Przedtem ,D & D“ ‘ogosit wy-
wiad z tancerzem, synem Polki,
Zofii Johnson, pt. ,,Becoming a
dancer by chance®, obficie ilu-
strowany. Tytul nieScisty, bo
Johnson jest tamcerzem z po-
wolania!

Artystyczne zainteresowania
matki pchnely Mikotaja ku sztu-
ce. Wystepowal jako dziecko w
polskim teatrze w Londynie. Po
maturze poszedt do szkoly Ro-
yal Ballet. Jego pierwszym jezy-
kiem jest polski, pozmleJ framn-
cuski (Lycée ancals) i anglel-
ski.

"Albrecht w ,,Gassedle“ by! pier-
wsza wielka rola. W Royal Bal-
let, a poéiniej w Festival Ballet,
taficzyl niemal wszystkie klasy-
czne role i sporo nowych. Po
sukcesie w ,,Spiacej Krolewnie
prasa londyfiska zamieScita foto-
grafie Mikotaja jako ,Bluebird,
gdy opusciwszy portki, pokazuje
,tights“ Ksiezniczece Malgorza-
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Wactaw leynskl-— Mlkolcu Johnson

W filmie pokazanym w telewi-

zji BBC 1 pt. ,Nijinski — God of
the Dance* (Nizynski — bég tan-
ca; dyr. Colin Nears), z okazji
25-lecia zgonu wielkiego tancerza
Waclawa Nizynskiego, ilustracje
taneczng dal Mikolaj (Nicholas)
Johnson z Covent Garden, wybit-
ni' miody tancerz angielsko-pol-
ski.

Jesecze raz wykazal Johnson
swéj ogromny talent mie tylko

taneczny, ale i aktorski (feno-
menalne zblizenia twarzy — sza-

lefistwo ogarniajace ,boga tan-
Ca“)

Jest wielka szkoda dla brytyj-
skiego baletu i dla publicznosci
londynskiej, ze stosunkowo tak
rzadko kierown‘ictwo Covent Gar-

den pokazuje Nicholasa Johnso-
na.

Choreograf (Jonathan Taylor)
stusznie nie prébowal charakte-
ryzowa¢ Johnsona na Nizynskie-
go.

Fenomenalna cze§é taneczna
(sporo w zwolnionym tempie) za-
pewnila zycie ciekawej cze$ci do-
komentarnej (Swietne i bardzo
liczne zdjecia Nizynskiego) oraz
bardzo dobrze odegranej roli juz
chorego Nizynskiego, czytajace-
go i komentujacego swoéj wlasny
pamietnik (John Hurd).
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cie. W 1975 tanczyt w Helsin-
kach; w 1976 i 1977 w Paryziu,
Budapeszcie, Hongkongu, Zury-
chu, Monte Carlo... W 1975 te-
lewizja BBC pokazata film ,,God
of the Dance“ z Johnsonem w
roli Nizynskiego.

. . .Lekko$¢ powietrza, szybkosé
ruchéw, fantazja i wdziek...*
pisat ,Times“ o zeszloroczne]j
kreacji Johnsona — ,Mercutio”
w balecie ,,Romeo i Julia“, uzna-
nym za najlepszy w 1977. W kry-
tykach brytyjskich i zagranicz-
nych z ostatnich lat czytamy:
,»Wrodzony talent do odrywania
sie od podiogi i wzlatywania‘;
,wirtuozeria, brawura i tempera-
ment*; ,technika i sztuka — 2z
ogromnym wyczuciem stylu‘;
»wspaniala zdolno§é interpreta-
cji 18l o tak szerokim wachla-
rzu¥; ,oryginalnoéé pomysiow,
inwencja i inteligencja w rolach
charakterystycznych®. ..

We wrzesniu ub. r. Mikolaj
Johnson ozenil sie z Laura Con-
nor, piekng balering z Royal
Ballet.

(2)

—

znak rozpoznawczy

]

R T T N
)/ CeAlLl, /L/



AWﬂ?oAqi Johnson

zatariczy Nizysiskiego

)

Mikolaj Johnsen-Mercutio umiera
(w balecie ,,Romeo i Julia®)

Role Waclawa Nizynskiego,
stawnego tancerza z poczatku XX
stulecia w filmie biograficznym
dla BBC 1 (Omnibus) powierzono
Mikolajowi Johnsonowi, znanemu
angielsko-polskiemu tancerzowi
(z matki Polki) z baletu w Co-
vent Garden (Principal Dancer,
Royal Ballet Company).

Johnson bedzie i grat, i tanczy?
Nizynskiego. Film ma byé gotéw
na wiosne,

Wéréd niedawnyeh i wyréznio-
nych kreacji Mikolaja Johnsomna
Mercutio w ,,Romeo i Julia* Pro-
kofiewa (Macmillan), ,Field Fi-
gures“ (Glen Tetley), brat Ma-
non w ,Manon Lescaux’; obecnie
taficzy Albrechta w balecie ,,Gi-
selle“.

Swietny tancerz, uznany od
dawna, Johnson coraz powszech-
niej jest uwazany za bardzo
zdolnego i aktora o glebokiej in-
teligencji artystycznej. Polacy
wspominaja jak mlodziutki Miko-
laj gral Chopina w sztuce Mie-
czystawa Lisiewicza w ,,Teatrze
Syrena‘.
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Gwiazdor baletu
méwi po polsku

Obok wystepéw w Londynie
tafczyt te role w wyjazdach za
granice — do Hiszpanii, Portu-

' galii, Francji, Egiptu — w 1968

"1 1969.

Obecnie wystepuje w
Szkocji. -

Ur. w Londynie 12.9.1947, stu-
diowat balet od lat 13; ukonczy!
Krélewska Szkote Baletu w 1963-
65

Jego repertuar — od rél po-
czatkowych do - gléwnych dzi$

| obejmuje balety: ,,Gizella¥, ,,Na-

poli¥, ,Labedzie Jezioro“, ., Ray-
monda®, ,,Sylfidy“, ,Copelia“ i
wiele innych.

la: ,,0d poczatku Nicholas John-
son wykazal dwie bezcenne zale-
ty: niezwykle wysoki skok i 16W-
nie niezwykly zapat. Jego bly-
skotliwy, inteligentny styl wysu-
wat go na czolo ... Obok btyskot-
liwoéci cechuje go intuicja arty-
styczna, zywiotlowo$¢ i wyczucie
poezji...“ (,Dance”).

Po sensacyjnym wystepie John-
sona jako Albrechta w ,,Gizelli*
(z takie mlodziutka Margaret

Barbieri w roli tytulowej),
,Times* chwalil ,jedno 'z rzad-
kich wydarzer baletowych, ktore
sie pamieta i dyskutuje po 10 la-
tach“. Prasa londynska przypo-
mina, Ze nowa ,gwiazda mowi
po polsku i po francusku.

,,Pochodzenia polskiego — pi-
sal miesiecznik ,,Vogue“ o John-
sonie — tarczy od lat 15, gra na
fortepianie i gitarze, pisze wier-
sze, nie lubi by go poréwnywano
do Nurejewa‘.

““Brytyiska prasa fachowa pisa- -

Foto: Rosemary Winckley
Nicky Johnson w klasycznym balecie ,,Gizella*

W ciagu ostatnich 2 lat wybil sie bardzo szybko w balecie bry«
tyjskim artysta polskiego pochodzenia, ktéry tahczy gléwne role
w Covent Garden — od r.ub.: Puka, Oberona, Albrechta. Jest

nim 22-letni Mikotaj (Nicky) Johnson.

L,TYDZIEN POLSKI”

to najlepsza lektura na niedziele
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Nicholas Johnson

Royal Ballet principal dancer who branched out into musicals

Mary Clarke
Friday 16 February 2007 00.07 GMT

Nicky Johnson, who has died of cancer at the age of 59, was a principal dancer with
the Royal Ballet and Festival Ballet (now English National Ballet), who subsequently
went on to pursue an equally brilliant and respected career in the theatre and
musicals.

Born in London, the son of an English child psychiatrist father and an ebullient Polish
mother, he was brought up, from the age of one, by his mother and an uncle, Jurek
Krainski, and to them, he acknowledged the formative influences on his life. He was
educated at the French Lycée in South Kensington and began his ballet training, at
the Royal Ballet School, comparatively late. However, with the dedication, hard work
and determination which carried him through every stage of his career, he acquired a
formidable technique which, allied to enormous charm and natural gifts as a
performer, soon earned him many famous roles.

He danced the Gypsy boy in Frederick Ashton's The Two Pigeons at the school's
graduation performance in July 1965, appearing with a remarkable group of
graduates that year, among them Lesley Collier, Kathryn Wade, Margaret Barbieri and
Wayne Sleep. A month later, he joined the touring company of the Royal Ballet, then
under the direction of John Field, who encouraged and guided him (Johnson had
been a very rebellious, high-spirited teenager at school, qualities which endeared him
to Ninette de Valois, who impressed on Field that Johnson's was a talent to nurture.)

With the touring company, he became a soloist in 1968 and a principal in 1970. Roles
included the exuberant Colas in La Fille Mal Gardée and Captain Belaye in Pineapple
Poll, the romantic Albrecht in Giselle, and Oberon in The Dream. He also danced in
the contemporary works of Glen Tetley (obituary, January 30, 2007) and Hans van
Manen.

In 1973 Johnson transferred to the Royal Ballet company at Covent Garden.To his
existing repertoire, he added major roles in Kenneth MacMillan's ballets, notably
those of Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet and Lescaut in Manon. Two years later
Johnson, with several colleagues, left the company to join Festival Ballet and danced
principal roles with it until October 1990. He had a very happy working relationship
with Rudolf Nureyev - he spoke fluent Polish, French and Spanish - and created the
role of Mercutio in Nureyev's staging of Romeo and Juliet. He was cast as Gurn in
Peter Schaufuss's production of Bournonville's La Sylphide for that company, and
danced many of the great classical roles before moving into character parts, such as
Drosselmeyer in The Nutcracker and Dr Coppelius in Coppelia.
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In 1984 he took leave of absence to appear in the musical On Your Toes, with Natalia
Makarova, at the Palace Theatre. He subsequently trained at the Actors Centre,
preparing for his new career as an actor.

Always fascinated by Nijinsky's story, he played him in Nijinsky, Death of a Faun,
specially written for him by David Pownall. It had its first performance at the
Edinburgh festival in August 1991. It was a huge its success and later toured in
Europe, Australia, Scandinavia and the US. He revived the show in 2003 at the Royal
Opera House's Linbury theatre, calling on Gillian Lynne to direct. Again, he found a
happy working relationship, believing her production to be the "best yet", and for
Lynne he gave his last stage performances in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang.

In addition to his work as dancer and actor, Johnson had trained to become a fully
qualified masseur and was able to help many actors, as well as dancers, in that
capacity.

He is survived by his wife Laura Connor, a former principal dancer with the Royal
Ballet, and a son, Alexander.

- Nicholas (Nicky) Johnson, born September 12 1947; died January 29 2007
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