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Odszedt od nas wielki artysta, wspaniaty pedagog, niestrudzony propagator kultury
polskiej, a przede wszystkim cztowiek o wielkim sercu

PROF. JAN GORBATY

Prezes Nowojorskiej Filii Chopinowskiej, ktérego wktad w dziatalnos¢ Amerykanskiej
Fundacji Chopinowskiej w Miami jest nieoceniony. _
Jego niezapomniana interpretacja utworéw Chopina, a takze bogata spuscizna pracy
pedagogicznej i publicystycznej na zawsze pozostang z tymi wszystkimi, ktérzy go
kochali, podziwiali i szanowali. Rodzinie zmarfego serdeczne wyrazy wspéiczucia skiada

Blanka Rosenstiel, Zatozyciel i Prezes oraz Zarzad Amerykanskiej
e 13-9- 1959 ' Fundaciji Chopinowskiej
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OwWo pozegnania

Nie p6jde juz wiecej na comiesieczny obiad - koniecznie w polskiej
| restauracji - z profesorem Janem Gorbatym. Nie zadzwoni juz do mnie
nigdy wiecej i nie powie: pani jest aniotem, dziekujac za umieszczenie
informaciji w gazecie o koncertach chopinowskich. A przeciez byto to
oczywiste. Ale On juz byt taki — zawsze dziekowal za wszystko.

Jestem dumna, ze ten wybitny artysta, ktory ukochal muzyke i zycie
jej poswigcit oraz do ostatnich swoich dni dziatat niestrudzenie, aby ja
propagowac, obdarzyt mnie swoja przyjaznia.

A w przyjazni byt tak samo wierny i szczery, jak w pracy artysty-
cznej i pedagogicznej. Dlatego kochali go uczniowie, tez pianisci, dlat-
ego nie znosili go ludzie malego serca, bo nie rozumieli jego uczci-
wosci i szczerosci.

Teraz, drogi Profesorze, bedziesz koncertowal prawdziwym
aniotom.

Niech si¢ Pan trzyma, tam, na goérze. I nie pracuje za duzo. Bo
zastuzyt Pan sobie na prawdziwie niebiarniski wypoczynek.

Elzbieta Ringer
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Jan Gorbaty, a stylish, white-maned Polish pianist with a patriot's zeal for the music of
Chopin who founded the New York chapter of the National Chopin Foundation, died on
Monday at his home in Forest Hills, Queens. He was 84.

The cause was cancer, said his daughter, Susan.

Mr. Gorbaty was born in Wolochisk, Russia, in 1915, the son of a wealthy supplier of
horses and feed to the Czar's troops. But with the revolution the family fled to Lvov,
Poland, where Mr. Gorbaty gave his first public performance at the age of 4.

After graduating from the conservatory there, Mr. Gorbaty became a prominent young

teacher and one of the leading pianists in Poland before World War II, which he survived

under false identity papers. In 1945 he moved with his wife, Judith Weiss, a classicist, to
Vienna, where he resumed his career and also studied with Paul Weingarten, a pupil of
Emil von Sauer, who in turn was a student of Liszt.

Mr. Gorbaty emigrated to the United States in 1950, making his debut at Town Hall
shortly afterward. Besides the standard repertory he played music by living Americans

and lesser-known Chopin acolytes like Julius Fontana, a friend and pupil of Chopin's. But

he was best known for his Chopin recordings and performances.
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He taught at Rutgers University, New York University and at the City University of New
York, and he lectured frequently, particularly on the Chopin mazurkas. In 1983 he
founded the New York chapter of the National Chopin Foundation, and in 1995 he
received from President Lech Walesa a Cross of Merit of the Republic of Poland for
furthering the understanding of Chopin's music.

Mr. Gorbaty's wife of 59 years died in March. He is survived by his daughter, of Forest
Hills.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section C, Page 19 of the National edition with the headline: Jan Gorbaty, 84, Polish Pianist
Known for Chopin Performances
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