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DR CASIMIR
FUNK

Vitamins' and
disease   ,

Dr.  Casimir   Funk,  the  Polish-
ho,in bitochemist.  died  at  Albany,
New Yiork` on Monday at 'the age
of83

seaEfrh[y aftn thhj: ¥:::erirh:n,¥tguaf rf=
Paris   on   the  causes   of   bieriberi.   a
disease  which  produces  nervous  dis-
oriders,   paralys,its   and   often    death.
Moviing on  to  the  Lister  Institute in
London in  1910, he  re`jecteid  the pr\e-
vailing  theory  tha,t   the  dis.ease  was
caused by  a  deficiency of tprotein in
the diet-

Arfter     exhaustive     research     on
pigcous,  to  whom  he  fed   polished
and u.npolished rice, he discovered ia
su'bstance  in  the  unpolirshed  variety
which was .capa'ble of curing berib,eri
in ithe pigeon flocks.     He named the

::ts#Ca¥=t!da#sn%]f:%v¥];a-¥th#
'Lthe,ory   that   it  was  the  preseince   or
absence  of  such  substances~rather
than.   the   iinifiltration,   ,Of   germs   or
viruses-which  was  directly  respon-
sLible  tfor  many  discuses.

Funk   derived  the   name `for  the
substances  'from  the  Latin  world  for
rife,  " Vita "  and  the chemical no,ta-

g££°n%,fo.Tfa?£SfiF¥ScfE:aiT.i¥.ni#:=r`,.
dropped when  i't was  Lfound  that  notf``
all  of  the  essential  substances  con
tained  nfiitrogen.

In a paper pubhished in  1912 calle
The Etiology of deficiency diseases'-

Funk ipostulated ,the existence oif fo
vitamins-B-1,  8-2, C and D-with
out which, he said, d.e'ficiency di
w'ould result.

23,   ]884,   and  received   a

ed ou,t research  on cancer
Lell Medical. Centre in New

rdEi!ETi

%£%t°te;dafs_tian%sS:L°±#eEgeL#g#dre%#cuatn#e
a   naturalized   American,  citizen   in
1920.   He lived  in  New  York city.

T,:aa6r::at the
¥o.rk  arfu€r  his  arrival  in  th6 -Ufiifa'd
States.    `He   returned   to   his   naitive
Poland in 1923-to acce'pt ,the director-
sthip of the State Ins}titute of Hygiene
`in Warsaw,_ wkere he idid revolution-
ary research .on the role of hormones
in  aging.

With  the  outbreak  oif the  Second
World    War,   he    returned   to   the
Unite.d States,  where he concentrated
his  efforts on cancer research.
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Kazimierz Funk  (1884  War;:Z=Ta- i 196=

Nowy Jork) ukoficzyl gimnazjum w Warsza,wieQ
apotemodbylstudiabiologiiwGenewieichendi
w Berlinie (pod kierunkiem Stanislawa Kostanec-
kiego). Prowadzil badania w Instytucie Pasteurfi
w Paryzu, takze w Berlinie i w USA. W latacke.
1923-1928 pracowa± w Pafistwowym Zakladzie
Higieny w Warszawie, ale nie widz?c perspek-
tywrozwoju,wyjechaldoParyza,aod1939r.b}€
w USA. Najwiekszym osiagnieciem tego wybit-
nego biochemika bylo odkrycie vitamin.


