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DR CASIMIR
FUNK
Vitamins and
disease .

Dr. Casimir Funk, the Polish-
born biochemist, died at Albany,
New York. on Monday at the age
Qil. B3

Early in his career, he began re-
search at the Pasteur Institute in
Paris on the causes of beriberi, a
disease which produces nervous dis-
orders, paralysis and often death.
Moving on to the Lister Institute in
London in 1910, he rejected the pre-
vailing theory that the disease was
caused by a deficiency of protein in
the diet. :

After exhaustive research on
pigeons, to whom he fed polished
and unpolished rice, he discovered a
substance in the unpolished variety
which was capable of curing beriberi
in the pigeon flocks. He named the
.W 2 3 3 -
and broadened his discovery into the

theory that it was the presence or
absence of such substances—rather
than the infiltration of germs or
viruses—which was directly respon-
sible for many diseases.

Funk derived the name for the
substances from the Latin word for
life, “ Vita " and the chemical nota-
tion for substances containing nitro-
gine, “ Amines”. The “e” was
dropped when it was found that not
all of the essential substances con-
tained nitrogen.

In a paper published in 1912 called

The Etiology of deficiency diseases ”

Funk postulated the existence of four

vitamins—B-1, B-2, C and D—with-
| out which, he said, deficiency diseases
would result. -

unk was born in Warsaw on
| February 23, 1884, and received a
. doctorate in biology at Berne Uni-
- versity in 1904, He emigrated to the
. United States in 1915 and became
a naturalized American citizen in
1920. He lived in New York city. -
- He carried out research on cancer
| at the €ornell Medical Centre in New
York after his arrival in the United
States. He returned to his native
Poland in 1923 to accept the director-
ship of the State Institute of Hygiene
in Warsaw, where he did revolution-
ary research on the role of hormones
in aging: :
With the outbreak of the Second
World War, he returned to the
United States, where he concentrated

his efforts on cancer research,






Kazimierz Funk (1884 Warszawa — 1967

= Nowy Jork) ukoriczyl gimnazjum w Warszawie,

a potem odbyl studia biologii w Genewie i chemi:
w Berlinie (pod kierunkiem Stanistawa Kostanec-
kiego). Prowadzit badania w Instytucie Pasteura
w Paryzu, takze w Berlinie i w USA. W latach
1923-1928 pracowal w Padstwowym Zakladzie
Higieny w Warszawie, ale nie widzac perspek-
tyw rozwoju, wyjechat do Paryza,a od 1939 r. by
w USA. Najwigkszym osiggnigciem tego wybit-
nego biochemika byto odkrycie witamin.



