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Jam  Dunin-Karwicki  (1910-
I 999)

W Sydney zmari Jan Dunin-Karwicki, wydawca i dhigo-
letni  redaktor   Wz.czdo77?ojcz.  Po/Lsfu.c%.   Pismo  przez  wiele  lat
skupialo  w  gronie  swych  wsp61pracownik6w  znaczna  czes6
dziennikarzy   i   literat6w,   kt6rzy   znalezli   sic   w   Australii.
Wz.czcJomojcz.  kfadly  dufy  nacisk  in.in.  na  wsp61prace  z  emi-

gracjami  ze  wschodniej   Europy,   g16wnie  litewska.   Dunin-
Karwicki  dbal  r6wnief  o  r62norodnos€  tematyki  pisma.  W
ostatnim   okresie   ukazywania   si?,   Wz.czc7omojcz.  Po/sfe.e   za-
micszczaly g16wnie  przedruki  z prasy krajowej.  Wiekowy juf
redaktor 'pr6bowal  utrzyma6  pismo  za  wszelka  Gene,  jednak
negocjacje w sprawic przcjecia pisma przez mfodsza generacje
spalily na pancwce.

Wz.czdoJ#ojcl.    zostaly   zamkni?te   w    lutym    1992    r.
Niestely,  pozostalo  bgromne  zadiuzenie,  tak  duze,  Ze  byly
trudnosci z pogrzebem Jana Dunin-Karwickiego, kt6ry odbyl
sic  15  pafdziernika  br.  w Sydney.  Biorac  pod  uwag? wielkie
zasfugi zmarlego, many nadziej?, £e emigracja australijska be-
dzie  uwa2ala za sw6j  obowiazek  splacenie  chociazby  cze6cio-
wo  tego  zadiuzenia.
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Whether one was a farmer, student, professor or scientist, one was designated as 'labourer`
or 'domestic' -even if vague reassurances about the future were given.      wendaskowronska
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An emig`rant toiler

I  did  not  live  in  Australia  during  the  "Karwicki  era".  I  met  him  much  later as  a  very  elderly

gentleman who came to the editorial office of "\/Viadomo§ci Polskie" once a week on the day
that the week's edition was being  published.  It was commonly known that the oldest  Polish
weekly in the antipodes was loosing prestige and  readership,  but Jan  Dunin-Karvicki firmly
believed,   6r  wanted   to   believe,   that  the   periodical  would   always   be   published.   As  a
publisher and chief editor of "Wiadomo§ci"  he  persevered for 38 years.  He lived through  its
prime and could not reconcile himself with  its fall.

During  \/\/VV  11,  while  still  in  the  officers'  prisoner-of-war  camp  in  Murnau,  Dunin-Karvicki
dreamt  about  creating  an  emigrant  periodical.  During  the  September  1939  campaign,  he
was serving as an artillery officer near Warsaw and was taken prisoner by the Germans.  He
passed through the Zyrard6w and  Krotoszyn camps.  He spent the war years in  a prisoner-
of-war  camp  as  a  lecturer of the  English  language.  Before  the  war,  he  had  lived  with  his

26/08/2015
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parents  in  the  USA  for  several  years  where  he  attended  high  school.  That  is  where  he
learned  English well.                                                                                                                         ,I

After    the    liberation,    Dunin-Karvicki    was    a    liaison    officer    at   the   American    Army
Headquarters.  While deciding to emigrate  he  chose Australia - out of spite - because the
country   did   not   accept   married   couples   with   children.    He   considered   that   it   was
discriminatory  and  lodged  a  protest with  the  Australian  government.  In  1950,  he  received
permission  to  leave  for Australia  together  with  his  wife,  Lidia  Furgalska  (the  daughter  of
colonel   Furgalski)  whom   he   married   in   Germany,   and   their  few  months  old   daughter,
Jolanta.   Their  family's   coming   made   it   possible   for  other   Polish   families   to   come   to
Australia.

They  came  to  Sydney  aboard  the  Norwegian  ship  "Anna  Salen".  At  first,  Dunin-Karwicki
worked as an  interpreter for Poles in a  northern  Sydney camp and then,  after completing a
technical course,  he was employed on the construction of the  Pymble telephone exchange.
Eighteen  months  later he started a  business called  "lngos"  (short for `business information'
in   Polish).   Using   his  knowledge  gained   at  the  tertiary  business  schodl   in  Warsaw,   he

I

worked  out the firm's  business plan when  he was still  a  prisonerLof-warj, As the  owner of
"lngos"    he    represented    all    of   the    foreign    language    press    in    Australia    collecting

advertisements for it.

::sFneeb;u#sTe9t5h4:;'enr:o°ds,'::,u£':Ssh::t:::sf|res:j]:ST:4:f::::::;ynj:dt:ro:::jjps°|Spk:e:.nit
clowns.  Finally,  it became the property of Zwiazek Polski w Nowej  Potudniowej Walii (Polish
Association  in  New  South  Wales),  which  handed  it  to  Jan  Dunin-Karwibki  on  an  almost
perpetual  lease.  "The  editorial  office  was  located  in  a  tram  car  on  the  Kings  Cross  -

i
Mosman  line" -  reminisced  Roman  Gronowski whom  Dunin-Karwicki  a
him  on  the  paper as  its first editor.  "Next the editorial  office  moved  to a

ked  to work with
aper store at the

Hungarian  printing firm "New Life  Printery" where it had a 3 x 3 feet room (sic!) containing a

pile  of paper,  a  little table,  a  chair with  one  broken  leg,  a  packed  editor''s  bag,  a  bottle  of
cold milk (a symbol of difficult beginnings) a pencil and an editor".                   i

Page 2 of 5
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JDK,   as   Jan   Dunin-Karwicki   signed   his   articles,   had   many   ideas.   He   issued   special
supplements.  He  chose  a  group of people whose writing  determined  the  high  standard  of
the  paper  and  after  a  year  of  effort  its  circulation   reached  4000,  which  was  a  great
achievement at the time.

\

(

"As  I  look back -wrote  Gronowski  on  the  25th  anniversary  of "V\/iadomo§ci  Polskie" -  I

am   filled  With   admiration   for  Karvicki.   He  doggedly  worked   on   "\/Viadomosci",   pulled   it
through the worst period,  lived in a garage,  suffered want, fought with editors, with Zwiazek
Polski  (The' Polish Association),  he didn't stop for a  moment in  his persistent toil,  he  raised
the paper t6 a determined level,  restored the readers' confidence,  he survived, paid it off,  he
expanded it. . . "

Page 3 of 5
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Dunin-Karwicki reached the 50th anniversary of the paper.  He published a jubilee issue but
it was already commonly  known  that "Wadomo§ci  Polskie" was  in  serioils decline.  The  last
issue was published on May 13,1996, and with  it the "Karwicki era" came to an end.

fi:¥::s:Sh:n::u:n¥,¥:¥:C:¥:e::::;i#::na:iiie°ti:ts:ii:{j:n:i:e#;hr::hit::dsi::in::p::c:eat!Ta§::tc:e:Sirn:tf:i:::r;lie::r

commemorating  the   Soviet  domination.   He  was   interested   in   the   Polish   nation,   which
"unfortunately still failed to free itself from its acquired habits and a totalitariian  mentality''.

Duni-Karwicki  had  received  a  number  of  awards.  The  one  he  valued  the  most  was  the
Polonia    Restituta    (Order   of   Poland    Reborn).    He   was   a   founding'  member   of   the
Commonwealth  Immigration  Publicity Council  and a co-founder of Rada  Naczelna  Polskich
Organizacji w Australii  (The Polish Community Council of Australia) where he served as the
vice  president for  many  years.  He  took  part -  among  others -  in  the  creation  of the  first

Page 4 of 5
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branch    ofl    Stowarzyszenie     Polskich     Kombatant6w    (The     Polish    Ex    Servicemen's

8::::|aatj°wl|t)Sdi:ezmy:,kE:egia:y„d(eTcis:°;o:tbh°:tenbt::'E%utnhdeat:::q,B:en,:n;,:)taabn'is||n:st::I,::,Ci:
the Polska Kasa Kredytowa in Sydney (The Polish Credit Union).

(

Dunin-Karwicki  was  in  favour of cooperation  between  the  national  groups  of Central  and
Eastern    Europe.    On    his   initiative,    among   others,   Australijska   Federacja   §rodkowo-
Wschodnidi  Europy  (The Australian  Federation  of Central  and  Eastern  Europe)  came  into
being  in  1969.  He  contributed  considerably  to  the  cooperation  of Poles around  the World.
He took palrt in two world conferences of Free  Emigrant Poles,  in Washington,  in  1975 and
in  Toronto,(in  1978.

\

\

Journalism\,   however,  was  for  him  the  most  important  activity.   "I  don't  drink,   smoke  or
gamble  but  I  haven't got a  cent,"  he told  me  during  our last  meeting.  "I  put everything  into
tohnattoT:epehr!beDtuhn::-oKnaeT:Cyk]s:#:o:::,?.t::,:rg9b'a::::',jfaeg:jds.:#:+hoe§cV,:,ryendiheheld

Copyright 2013 poles in Australia I Email: bzongollowicz@bigpond.com
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