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029   Wyznanie

030  Jednostka wojskowa

032   Rodzaj wojska

033     Stopieh wojskovy ............................-... A

034   0dznaczenie

036   Zaw6d

038   tytuly naukowe

042   Instytucje

044   0bozy

046   Slowo kluczowe

ianistka

Karta Rejestracyjna Archiwum Osobowe Emigracji. Biblioteka Polska w Londynie.

Maria Donska
wala dla BBC. W 1943 I. rozpocze-

gaen::c#si:cTWzy,titawcF,?!oc:`'6e6
koncertowala  g16wnie  w  South
Bank i Wigmore Hall - wykonala
in.in.  dwa  pelne  cykle  32  sonat
a.;.e';Lo-i;ia'. BBC kontynuowalo
emitowanie jej koncert6w , na Zyw.o
i z wczesniejszych nagrah; wystap.I-
la r6wniez na dorocznym koncercie
The Proms, na kt6rym olsnila pu-

::]ecgzon°k§o6n:::iaj:;ehErseat:CJardo¥:

k9::icp:#:afad:E:yiag'8:°r'.`3gsefa°t:
nimikoncertamiMariiDobskiejby-
ly cztery recitale w operze Kentu.      .

Silna osobowo§6  i  charakter M.   ,
Donskiej  widoczne byly  w  ka2dej    -i
jej interpretacji muzycznej , chocia2

£na::£r:6to;;:,e;zzsa¥So;rl:P¥°!:X:a:I;!i;:.E
nanych  g16wni:  w  latach  60.  -
w§r6d nich szczeg61nie ciekawe in-
terpretacje drugiej  i trzeciej  sonaty
Chopina. bJd.

rv---__J       ,,

:tnuadnieag.in::a:izanceki:::5ii:nTs:;ii:

%!;e:a::e:n:n:C,`aajgK¥o9i3:rr°sZ£S:9h¥o2p':a:
nowskim w Warszawie i otrzymala

;I::y;;es::eF,::i;:aie!:,;P;o,!r:id:::n,z:__   a-__ ,,--

20  grudnia  1996  roku  zmarla
Maria Donska, ceniona pianistka,
znana szczcg6lnie ze  swoich  inter-
pretacji    utwor6w    Beethovena
i Schuberta.

Urodzila  sie w  Lodzi  w  1912 r.
i juz w wieku siedmiu lat wystepo-
walapublicznie.W1923r.zadebiu-
towala jako  pianistka, a trzy  lata
p6Zniej  wyjechala do  Berlina na_I__--1,:a-

--I-,,
kalazprzyjaci6lkaLeonoraSpeyer.
Muzyczne  studia w  Royal College
of Music rozpoczela w  1936 r. pod
kierunkiem Artura Alexandra.

11 wojna §wiatowa przerwala jej
obiecujaca kariere. Podczas  wojny
Maria Donska grywala na koncer-
tach  w National Gallery, jezdzila
z recitalami  po Anglii oraz nagry-
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OBITUARIES

MARIA DONSRA
Maria Donska. pianist,
died on December 20

ap8oC,:n84d.osnh:a::#FriT
1912.

AN  ACCOMPLISHED  inter-
preter of the music of Beetho-
ven,   Schubert   and   Chopin,
Maria Donska will be partiou-
larly remembered for her fine
performances at the National
Gallery's   memorable   lunch-
time concerts  during the  See-
ond     World     War.     These,

frjt[a#iebE,sM¥:i,£,Sos:aftae5
been removed to a safe place,
and supported by Denis Mat-
thews,  Cyril  Smith,  Kathleen

Er:ermaunsicaTa%e::Fe::,i#:
mense importance for those in
search of an interlude of peace
and   reflection   in  bomb-bat-
tered      London.      Hundreds
came to enjoy exquisite works
each day.

As a pianist, it was said by

=e°fj:e*£#£LS;rsh[:st:::::
and   their   enjoyment  of  the
work.  It  was  vital  to  under-
stand how a composer wished
a piece to be played,  Donska
said, and for interpreters nev-
ealr;::e:mu#Sne;:t§jfe°i¥edi:S:iT:

a:Rien::yhoer5aaia,a:,:;aemdmE`f:

ly -when Chopin intended it to

E]:t;¥:F:t:r,.t£;twsahsecshhaorua,cd_

#::csiefre]:s§i;?ng  Views  on
Maria Donska was born in

I/)dz, the daughter of a distin-

ngu#efspah;#|°ngi:ts#:dweansg;:

#¥jghe#ags{Fonu;F.gByt:hep::¥
of  seven,  by  which  time  her
family had moved to Gdansk
where      her      father      was
organising     a     shi.ppuilding

gsnst£:anc:i:::c:rtass,Bi:`#gptrh%
works  of Schubert and  Schu-
mann for British diplomats.

She made her first appear-
ance with an orchestra when

Bust of Donska sculpted by Jacob Epstein

bringing the work of these two
cominsers  to the attention

q4}givmicall)randschti-mental-thEBqu:±ptlbke...;.+I:+.--_I

ii.:::::;;::-:::::.::.;:-:ij-i:i;-:.:i-:::-:-:;;:::I;-::::::-::::-;-;:-::::i;

%eEithrfureftyth#ifessefi°an.
REAe.:aY*¥TiTTtrJ±fi€P.dL.i.I

mental breakdown,,exacerbat-

a:;ufT;eipT:i:#inTui!|icfept
ln    1943    she    returned    to

recording for the BBC, played
at the National Gallery and at
the   Wigmore   Hall   and,   to
replace  those  who  had  been

#fud:Ebb:gft::::aa::3tot!:
Bnj£:ns`t9o4n6.susmh:eJ;°§nc#co#=
1948,  playing  each  year  until
1951 when the summer school
was transferred to Dartington
where she continued through-
out the 1950s.

In  1955  she  gave  recitals  of
the complete Beethoven sona-
tas at the Festival  Hall and it
was  during  one  of these  that

:e:#ft:iaj;,b#:,pshf'r::kF:a::;
to  sit  for  him.  The  12  sittings

faeeg#EFn=roovf¥`#ti=:g',r^r
They    -would    discuss    their
shared  love  of  music,  Shake-
speare, .poe+t.ry,..?.nd  eipe.cially

-'

In    1933,    horrified    at   the

:tTrer|g::C:f°inTiits`:i,?tonsdmth=
benches for Jews, for example,
were     painted     yellow     -
Donska returned to Poland to
work  for  Warsaw  Radio  beL

Loar:dinalo£34,,i:`kuet.:h;E5i,n.uhne5
herself  on  a  boat  embarking
for   London.   Ever   since   she
had     visited     I.ondon    with
Schnabel,  she  had  longed  to
SeeF::icft¥eangao;#. her  life  be-

came      increasingly      active.
When the BBC heard that she
had  experience  in  radio,  she
was  at  once  asked  to  make
recordings  for  it.  She went to
live in St John's Wood with herf#!ti§#;i??:o:sE?I:e::e|e#j|:aio::

tno,',9e396e.oefmM°uus*.awl:i:RE

.";gr:,#_g=¥!i?::L¥=,Y:.Xo:uled



This   keptrhythmical.  It was charac-
teristic of her that she should
express  her  strong  views  on
music fearlessly.

Maria Donska was born in

n¥:Z#sep:h:£u#§!it:i:ad;::n;i:a:

iiTi#;df;:i;ii:h::tT;:e:pii[
where      her      father      was
organisjng     a     shipbuilding
contract,  she was  giving  pro-

£::jk°sn:!Cs°cnhc:5:S;tp::#nsgc#t:

ant:h:wf£::aer:#;:c:,;#:mpL=:aern-
she was ]1, flawlessly carrying

3g##Aa;eda::aTepr,,e;hEj[eec£
school to study music full-time
at  a  conservatoire.  doing  so
well there that she was sent on
to Berlin to work under Schna-
bel.  She  was  now  14,  and  it
was there that she met Barba-

faaf:v%y:?s:T¥t,i:eor::igdte;:e:r::
Schnabel's. They became life-
long friends.

unE:rr  !icT:a:#n;r:vtuegvi:g

:i£:Cos:i:st,:ir:e|:e¥e;:¥i;::ji::avlp:a±
bly had on her work. he had,
she   told   friends,   a   brilliant

ifek[:giia:dawji'nak[ti°aungahgehr?
Schnabel, in his turn, thought

:£iig#¥otfohi£Sntud8:ntiih:tg2§
when     invited     by     Samuel
Cortauld  to  give  a  series  of
Mozart and Schubert recitals.
Indeed,     it     vJa,i     Schnabel,
Donska  argued,  `who was  in

Irr ,- ztma.J` nt7ITLlitRT -.gr-  tne
emergence  of  Hitler  and  the
S#nr:#fo°±]aenw;±Sf=#mmpiE,

were     painted     yellow     -
Donska returned to Poland to
work  for  Warsaw  Radio  be-

£°iedjna]9£¥'tj:'kuett:h;E5jfnouhnedr
herself on  a  boat  embarking
for   Ijondon.   Ever   since   she
had     visited     London    with
Schnabel,  she  had  longed  to
see the city again.

From  then  on  her  life  be-
came      increasingly      active.
When the BBC heard that she
had  experience  in  radio,  she
was  at  once  asked  to  make

[rfev:£rndi#g#sftr#ew|i#::
£ri:#sdhcitT:ey::hip:Phpe]i;ddtf£:
poet Walter Thomas with his
book  of Mozart's  letters  and,

tno,'[::£'oefn#s*.awl:t::s°kyead[

i;§ijvi:;ieiij§;hp:i:;Ej;i::;ee}d;°:|j!

#i[oi98a,¥jnMn:Egit#F938:

:::iecgt?sP¥i]:hGes:daMweadr%'(tf::
excellence)   in   1937   and   the
Clement   Exhibition   in   1938.
She  had  a  tragic  love  affair

#Ti:h#safsnht:rw¥grf:uGnedrti::
body when he committed sui-
cide in  1939.

With  the  outbreak  of war,
Donska toured the country for

#:ni°oufn#;::tahnedEtE:°Xirtasg=
the   precursor   of   the   Arts
Council.      Meanwhile,      she
moved to Windsor to avoid the
Blitz.  But it was at this point

Pl
he,rnfro,F49`asyi:g i:a:E:'ic.  to

:¥taredinagtjfo°:at[h8:]Peciv£]nageadt

:t:iayefgt#o°sreewE:]!haadnddeet:
called up, began to teach at the
RCM  and  continued  to do  so
until    1946.    She   joined    the
Bryanston Summer School in

:3€]8,wph,:#]Fhge::c#my:frscT:tji

#:rt:asEsefecrornetqnt:eEat#[:g:ohT
out the 1950s.

th:nc:#estteBge:¥Eorv:it::Sn::
tas  at the  Festival  Hall  and  it
was  during  one of these  that
she met Jacob Epstein. He was

i;negsL;ii;e##:J§?d:;¥#S:j§;
#:yex#orie[aced°jfs:u!jsfetftT:;;
shared  love  of  music,  Shake-

:h¥a;:'rkp%:twi]ifnie£#€';;[f#
whom Epstein had been com-
missioned  to  make  a  likeness
for Westminster Abbey.

She  continued  to  give  con-

##j:#otfeeL9:lps:npaarye[cnogr3:
ing   for   the   BBC.   She   also
taught at the RCM from  1960
to  1980.  When  in  1989  illness
ended  her career as  a pianist
she  buried  herself in  reading

£:ra#:¥h:r:hj¥yneti!&Fsec:gsdjn°gf
anything   to  do  with   music,
literature or art with the many
admirers who came to see her.

Maria    Donska    remained
unmarried.       Her       lifelong
friend and companion Barba-
ra Speyer died in  1987 and all

#*er#::eta::era,]]i#ydi;#glarge  part- LT:£npieoiesible  for_thft_zsturiEal:jii-:-rfe.t jifefrr~iiiEiEEir~di=:=::Tr#riE


