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Charles Caroll, as I knew him during this last
year, was a man whose life had led him from
hardship of Buchenwald during World War II to
the role of philantropist, whose art collection of
450 paintings - including works by Van Gogh and
Renoir - was donated, through Pope John Faul II,
to the Catholic Church and the Polish people.

His work in textiles took him into many areas
of interest, but his underlying research work as in
the field of inorganic fibres - far removed from
the everyday world of wool, cotton and man_ (tgt9-1g98) ',vnt*'
made fibres.

It.is a specialist area of textile industry which contributes to performance
products under the extremes of scientific endevour.

Fibres used in high temperature furnceq reinforced plastic composites for
aerospace and textile reinforcement in other performanci outletq have necessi-
tated the development of products and tests which protect mankind from such
extremes. It has also required the indentification of the limitations and dangers
of existing materials - most notable asbestos - and the development of suitable
substitutes.

charles caroll made major contributions right across this arena of activity
firstly through thc publication of six books,light patents and many othei
research papers focused on these aspects of high tichnology, and secoddly
through the scienfiticjournals he pubrished on refractory fibrei ieinforced plas-
tics and composites, with subscribers in over 60 countries. However, he was per-
haps best known through his publicatio n, Asbestos Bulletin. For over 20 years it
alerted and instructed those, who had to find .solutions to the intrictable
problems created by blue asbestos.

Such work also resulted in his best known invention, the Caroll range of
Flamability Test Equipmenr of which he was very proud - particularly when pre-
sented a paper in Davoq Switzerland in 1971. Thii is still uied in a wide range of
industries world-wide - no major fire conference is held without quotin! his
oxygen Index values. The equipment is still manufactured and sold by Stanton
Redcroft - now a subsidiary of Rheometric.

charles caroll-Porczyriski was.born in warsaw, matriculated from the
Gimnazjum in 1937. Afier working for the underground erry uoa rurviving
Buchenwald he was chosen to escort SS war criminals too the Nurenberg Tiiali

He became a naturalised citizen of the united Kingdom in 19s2. Heitudiea
Textile Science and rechnology in Leicester and HudJ'ersfield polytechnics and
obtained his doctorate at Leeds University, working under professor Speakman.
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He was in charge of Research for the BBA Group of Companies from 1950 to

1956 and then foilowed his Consultancy, Editorial and Publishing work until he

retired in 1983.

He was awarded Chartered Fellowship of the Textile Institute in 1961 and just

before he died, he was informed that he had been awarded Companion

Membership of the Institute. I was assured by his surviving wife, Janina, and

daughter that this gave him real happiness in his final days.
David Buck

HonorarY SecretarY

of the Textile Institute

Redakcja,,Techniki i Nauki",

Wyr6 inienie,, Companion-
ship of the Textile Institute"
bylo wyrazem uznania za

calol<sztalt osiqgnigt nauko'
wych i zastosowanie ich w

praktyce (m.in. w ponad21A0

laboratoriach na calYm Swie'

cie). Wyr62nienie jest ograni'
czone do 50 |yjqcych osdb z
calego iwiata.

Instytut Tekstylny dziala'
jqcy od 75 lat z siedzibq w

Manchesterze, zrzesza pro- Od lewei: cdrka, p. K. Coroll-Porczyrtski,

fesjonalist6w z dziedziny poodebraniudyplomuwdniul2.ll.I999r.
'wl1kiennictwa 

Z ponad 1(i0 w towarzystwie czlonk'w Rady Instytutu

kraj6w. Czlonkowie Instytutu pochodzenia polskiego i koledzy w Kraiu przyigli

rc wyr6Znienie z duZq satysfakciq, gdyi powszechnie uzna.wano dr'
porciyfiskiego za polaka i jego osiqgnigcia przysparz.aly slawg kraiowi, w ktdrym

sig urodzil i zostal pochowany (na Powqzkach w Warszawie)'

o tym wysokim wyr62nieniu poinformowal osobiicie pan Kishan vidani -
prrzri Rody Migdzynarodowei Instytutu Tel<stylnego - uczestnik6w sympozjum
'naukowego 

zorgonizoronego przez pokkq sekcig Instytutu w dniu 31 s.ierpnia

1998 roki w Initytucie Wt'kiem Naturalnych w Poznaniu, ktdry jest siedzibq tej

Sekcji.
nida*c1a zamierza przygotowad specialny artykul o osiqgnigciach naukowych

dr. Porczyfiskiego dla nas;tgpnego, mileniinego wydania ,,Techniki i Nauki", kt6ry

ukaie sig we wrze{niu roku2000.


