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Dr Charles Caroll-Porczyriski ™ % 4%

Charles Caroll, as I knew him during this last
year, was a man whose life had led him from
hardship of Buchenwald during World War II to
the role of philantropist, whose art collection of
450 paintings - including works by Van Gogh and
Renoir - was donated, through Pope John Paul II,
to the Catholic Church and the Polish people.

His work in textiles took him into many areas
of interest, but his underlying research work as in
the field of inorganic fibres - far removed from
the everyday world of wool, cotton and man-
made fibres.

It is a specialist area of textile industry which contributes to performance
products under the extremes of scientific endevour.

Fibres used in high temperature furnces, reinforced plastic composites for
aerospace and textile reinforcement in other performance outlets, have necessi-
tated the development of products and tests which protect mankind from such
extremes. It has also required the indentification of the limitations and dangers
of existing materials — most notable asbestos — and the development of suitable
substitutes.

Charles Caroll made major contributions right across this arena of activity
firstly through the publication of six books, eight patents and many other
research papers focused on these aspects of high technology, and secondly
through the scienfitic journals he published on refractory fibres, reinforced plas-
tics and composites, with subscribers in over 60 countries, However, he was per-
haps best known through his publication, Asbestos Bulletin. For over 20 years it
alerted and instructed those, who had to find solutions to the intractable
problems created by blue asbestos.

Such work also resulted in his best known invention, the Caroll range of
Flamability Test Equipment of which he was very proud - particularly when pre-
sented a paper in Davos, Switzerland in 1971. This is still used in a wide range of
industries world-wide - no major fire Conference is held without quoting his
Oxygen Index Values. The equipment is still manufactured and sold by Stanton
Redcroft - now a subsidiary of Rheometric.

Charles Caroll-Porczyriski was -born. in Warsaw, matriculated from the
Gimnazjum in 1937. After working for the Underground Army and surviving
Buchenwald he was chosen to escort SS war criminals too the Nurenberg Trials.

He became a naturalised Citizen of the United Kingdom in 1952. He studied
Textile Science and Technology in Leicester and Huddersfield Polytechnics and
obtained his doctorate at Leeds University, working under Professor Speakman.

Dr Charles Caroll-Porczyriski
(1919-1998)
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He was in charge of Research for the BBA Group of Com.papies from 195.0 to
1956 and then followed his Consultancy, Editorial and Publishing work until he
retlHr:c\]vlar; zlazvsz?rded Chartered Fellowship of the Textile Institute in 1961 and just
before he died, he was informed that he had‘ been_ gwardf:d Cor_npamon
Membership of the Institute. I was assureq b)_/ h}s surviving wife, Janina, and
daughter that this gave him real happiness in his final days.

David Buck
Honorary Secretary
of the Textile Institute

Redakcja ,, Techniki i Nauki”.

Wyréinienie ,, Companion-
ship of the Textile Institute”
byto wyrazem uznania za §
catoksztalt osiggnie¢ nauko-
wych i zastosowanie ich w _
praktyce (m.in. w ponad 2000 §
laboratoriach na catym $wie-
cie). Wyrdznienie jest ograni-
czone do 50 zyjgcych oséb z
cafego $wiata.

Instytut Tekstylny dziata-
jgcy od 75 lat z siedzibg w
Manchesterze, zrzesza pro-
fesjonalistéow z dziegz;'r(%

skiennictwa ona ' o
Z):Z}{gfvfl%zfonk(z)wpie Instytutu pochodzenia polskiego i koledz.y w Kraju przy](slz
to wyréznienie z duzq satysfakcjg, gdyz powszechnie u.szwarlzo’ r.
Porczyriskiego za Polaka i jego osiggnigcia przysparzaty s{qwg krajowi, w ktorym
sie urodzit i zostat pochowany (na Powgzkach w War.?’za.wze). . Vidan

O tym wysokim wyréznieniu poinformowat osobiscie pan !(z’shan idani -
prezes Rady Migdzynarodowej Instytutu Tekstyln_ego - uczestmkov.v sympozjum
naukowego zorganizowanego przez polskg sekcje Instyfutu w dt.uu 3! sierpnia
1998 roku w Instytucie Wiékiem Naturalnych w Poznaniu, ktory jest siedzibg tej
Sellgcejc[iakcja zamierza przygotowac specjalny artykutg osiqgnielci'a.ch naull)c,owxch
dr. Porczyhskiego dla nastgpnego, milenijnego wydania , Techniki i Nauki”, ktory

ukaze sige we wrzesniu roku 2000.

Od lewej: cérka, p. K. Caroll-Porczyriski,
po odebraniu dyplomu w dniu 12.11.1999 r.
w towarzystwie cztonkéw Rady Instytutu



