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Telewizja BBC nadawala w
‘ostatnich miesigcach interesujaca
seri¢ pogadanek Bronowskiego o
odkryciach * czlowieka w ciggu
wiekéw. Oto kilka zwiezlych
informacji o autorze.

Urodzit sie, sam przyznaje, z
ojca polskiego Zyda, przed pierw-
szag wojna S$wiatowa. Przez ok-
res wojny przebywai z rodzicami
w Niemezech. W 1920 roku przy-
byt do Anglii. Z tego okresu pa-
f mieta jak w Londynie w Barnett
School nie znajac zupelnie jezyka
angielskiego i bedac duzym 12-
letnim chlopcem plakal
matych dzieci. ‘

wal jezyk angielski, a nawet po-
lubit go, tak, ze z Central Funda-
tion School otrzymasal stypendium
do Cambridge. Po studiach wy-
jechat czasowo z dwoma poetami
do Hiszpanii. Po powrocie robi
doktorat z nauk Scistych i wyste-
puje w radio BBC w programie
Brains Trust.

W 1950 roku zostaje dyrekto-
rem NCB‘s Coal Board Research
‘Establishment. W trzy lata péz-
niej wyjezdza do Ameryki. Przy
kontroli celnej urzednik widzac
ksigzke napisang przez dra Bro-
nowskiego, powiedzial, ze stuzbo-
wo musi ja cala przeczytaé za-
nim go wpusei do Ameryki. Jed-
nak pe przeczytaniu kilku zdah
i krytyce literackiej, ze ta ksigs-
ka nie bedzie ,,best sellerem* zos-
tal wpuszezony do Stanéw Zjed-
‘noczonych.

0d dziewieciu lat dr Bronowski

wsrod

W szkole tej stopniowo vpano--

pracuje naukowo w Salk Institu-
‘te w miasteczku La Jolla. Pad-

kre§la z naciskiem, ze od tegocza- |
su poczul si¢ naprawde odmtodzo- |

nym i lubi twéreza prace.
Ukonezyt juz 65 lat. Zona jest
rzezbiarka. Maja cztery cérki i

- wnuezka, Dom zbudowali wedlug

wlasnego gustu, a Sciany zdobia
dziela nowoczesnych brytyjskich
artystéw. Dr Bronowski twier-
dzi Ze nie przyzwyczait sie do
amerykanskiej rutyny zycia. Stad
dom jego utrzymywany przez
zZone zawsze przypomina Anglie,
a nic z ulicy w La Jolla w Kali-
fornii. - F.Stolarewicz
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b. Poland 18.i,1908, son of Abram and Celia
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- Imar! dr Bronowski
Biolog, matematyk i filozof,

Jacob-

mathematician

aukowiec-popularyzator o sta-
?m'e miedzggarodowej,, znakomix‘-
ty uczestnik ,Trustéw moézgu™,
séwietny mowea, orgapmator pro-
gramow radiowych 1 telgwxzyj-»
nnych, pisarz i poeta, historyk
sztuki i szachista, dr Jaku}.) Bro-
nowski, pochodzenia. polskiego z
rodziny iydowskiej, zmarl w
wieku lat 66 na atak serca w Ea§t
| Hampton (LL.) W US:}. Spedzg?
\wiele_ lat na stuibie pafistwowej:
‘w przemySle zbrojenmiowym W
| czasie 2 wojny $wiatowe), W
lUNES»CO w Panstwowe]j ‘Radzie
Weglowej (NCB). :

: %%ial 1%419.1‘, gdy przybyt z Pol-
iski do Anglii. Zdobyl stypen-
‘dium do Cambridge (Jesus Col-
‘lege); wykladal w Hull i w Bos-
tonie (MIT). W r. }962 prze-
| niést si¢ do Stanéw Zjedn.
| Zdoby! nagrode Royal Televi-
| sion Society na g‘lqan serie ‘tele‘-‘
wizyjng  ,Rozwbj czlowieka'
| (The Ascent of Man). W r. 1951
| jego sztuka radiowa ,ZObhcze
\g'watt,u“ (The Face of_ Violence)
{zdobyvl-a nagrode ,Italia®.
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Dr

was known to

holiday in Long Island.
He was 66.

He was born in Poland in
1908 ‘and educated first in
German and later in English
schools.

A brilliant scholar, he went
to Jesus College, Cambridge,
and then became senior lec-
turer at University College,
Hull, in 1934.

Head of projects

A Polish Jew, who came to
England in 1920, his long career
in public life started in 1942
when he was seconded to the

member of the Joint Target
Group, Washington, and the
Chiefs of Staff Mission to Japan
in 1945. :

He contributed statistical re-
search on the economics of build-
ing and other industries at the
end of the 193945 War, and was
then seconded to UNESCO as
Head of Projects.

He was Carnegie Visiting Pro-
fessor to the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Techmology in 1953,
and from 1950 to 1959 Director
of the Coal Research Establish-
ment at the National Coal Board,
and then Director-General of its
Process Development Depart-
ment until 1964.

During his time at the Coal
Board, Dr Bronowski was given

the job of developing a smoke-

. less fuel. After many setbacks

| personality.

the first plant to produce the
egg-shaped briquettes — which
became known as ‘ Bronowski
bullets ” — opened at Markham
Colliery, Doncaster, in 1965.

But  production  problems
caused the £12 million project
to be shelved.

¢ Brains Trust’ member

Dr Bronowski first became
known to the gemeral public in
1946 as a panel member on the
radio programme “ Brains
Trust.” Although a man of great
erudition, his wit and humanity
endeared him to millions — and
paved the way for a parallel
career as a radio and television

. But in 1962 he went to live
in America, saying that he
wanted to concentrate on an
academic life. There he gathered
a clutch of academic honours,
giving the inaugural “ Man and
Nature ” lecture at the Ameri-
can Natural History Museum.
He lectured widely in American
universities.
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Bronowski, TV’s
super-scientist,

dies aged 66

R JACOB BRONOWSKI, the biologist who'

millions of television

viewers for his recent BB C series “ The
Ascent of Man,” died yesterday while on

3

He was a Foreign Honorary,
Member of the American,
Academy of Arts and Sciences.
Dr Bronowski shone in many"
fields—as a mathematician;
philosopher, a former chess,
champion of Yorkshire and an;
authority on the poet William
Blake. Y

He was a prolific writer and
one of his radio plays, “Ther
Face of Violence,” won the.
Ttalia Prize in 1951. His interests
in the arts was reflected im
television programmes which he’
presented for the BB C—on}
Leonardo da Vinci and Blake,
about whom he wrote several
studies. : !

But he will primarily be re-

pioneer in the,

complicated and abstruse scien-
tific concepts for mass audiences:
on television. .

His television career was,
crowned by the 13-part “Ascent,
of Man ” series which set out to"
do for science what Sir Kenneth?
Clark’s “ Civilisation ” did for,
the arts. 3

It was perhaps the most am-,
bitious enterprise ever under-
taken by the BBC. Work onf
the programme started fours
years before it was seen and;
Dr Bronowski travelled through-
out the world to obtain material
and background. I

He first came to public atten-;
tion as a member of the Brains
Trust, in its heyday. He then’
became a familiar figure on tele-*
vision. 4

“The Ascent of Man” won;j
the Royal Television Society’s,
Award for the bpest television
achievement last year. ?
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COMPLEX ISSUES i

Remarkable gift

Our TV STaFF writes: Al
though Dr Dr Bronowski’s pro-
grammes invariably dealt with
the most complex of issues and{
problems, he had the remark-,
able gift of being able to distil
the essence from them to make.
the content intelligible and in-f
tresting for the ordinary viewer.s

It was his ability to communi-*
cate in terms the viewer would:
instantly understand that made.
his programmes such fascinating
television. A slight, almost shy,
unassuming man off-screen, be-:
fore the cameras he became a;
mian of quiet, assured authority,
never patronising but always
leading his audience gemntly, but:
firmly, towards a better under-;
standing of the complexities of#
sciemce. ‘ % & 2 e |
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